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TO:  All FAMILY MEMBERS AND VISITORS 
 
FROM: THE MANAGEMENT TEAM 
 
DATE:  DECEMBER 23, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: COVID-19 UPDATES as per MCCSS Directives 
 
Ontario is seeing a significant increase in COVID-19 spread and the new Omicron 
variant becoming the dominant strain. Early evidence shows that this variant 
transmits quickly, including to those that have received two doses of a recognized 
vaccine. 
The risk of transmission in congregate living settings (CLS) is particularly high 
during the holiday season as staff and residents may choose to gather indoors and 
join small gatherings with friends and families. 
 
In order to continue to support visits and residents’ participation in their 
communities, in alignment with additional Office of the Chief Medical Officer of 
Health (OCMOH) and public health recommendations, MCCSS is implementing 
new requirements for additional temporary measures intended to help further 
mitigate the risk of transmission within these settings. 
 
NEW INTERIM DIRECTION: 
  
Screening using Rapid Antigen Tests 
 
Beginning December 24, 2021 and until further notice: 
 
• All staff/students/volunteers (regardless of vaccination status) are required to 
complete a Rapid Antigen Test 2 times per week (7-day period). 
 
• Visitors prior to entry (regardless of vaccination status) unless the visitor 
completed a negative Rapid Antigen Test at the same CLFE site the day before. 
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• Residents (regardless of vaccination status) who return to a CLFE home from an 
overnight absence should complete a Rapid Antigen Test if possible. For clarity, it 
is not a mandatory requirement that returning residents undertake the test. 
However, it is strongly encouraged as a measure to protect others. 

o For overnight absences of 2 nights or less: Rapid Antigen Test should occur 
on day three and day seven from the day the resident left the setting. 

o For overnight absences of 3 nights or more: Rapid Antigen Test should 
occur on the day of return (as part of active screening upon entry) and day 
four following their return. 

o If the resident leaves for a subsequent overnight absence, a new testing 
period should be started when they return. 
 

Please note the effective date of this Interim Direction is dependent on access 
to test supplies.  You will receive an email notification if we are unable to begin 
testing on December 24th. 
 


